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The flrst x-ray crystallographic structural results on a protein molecule were reported for myoglobin in 1958
and came as a shock to those who had hoped for simple, general principles of protein structure and function
analogous to the simple and beautiful double-stranded DNA structure that had been determined five years before

by James Watson and Francis Crick. John Kendrew at the Medical Research Council Laboratory of Molecular Biology

ﬁz

in Cambridge, UK, who determined the myoglobin structure, expressed his disappointment about the complexity of
the structure.

Used with permission of Taylor & Francis Group LLC, from Introduction to Protein Structure, Carl Ivar Branden and John Tooze,
2nd Edition, 1998; permission conveyed through Copyright Clearance Center, Inc.
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